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CHAIRMAN’S FOREWORD

Charity chairman Leigh Griffin
This is my first year as Chair of the Charitable Funds Committee and I am delighted to report on another
successful year for University Hospitals of North Midlands Charity.
In a year dominated by political and economic uncertainty, the demand for NHS services has remained
constant. Over two million patients pass through our doors annually, including some of the most complex and
seriously ill in the country. The success of our hospitals is primarily down to UHNM’s dedicated staff, who
provide high quality and compassionate care to those we serve.
It is the role of UHNM Charity to support colleagues to make a positive difference to patients through the
purchase of state-of-the -art medical equipment, patient comforts and staff training and education which are
over and above the core requirements of the service that the Hospitals are funded to provide.
We cannot do this without our inspirational fundraisers, and on behalf of the Trustees, UHNM staff and of
course our patients, I want to thank them for dedicating their time and efforts to raise funds to help make
UHNM the outstanding place of care it is today. And I would like to assure them that every hard-earned penny
they have raised will be spent here, directly enhancing the hospital treatment, care and experience.
Many fundraise as a result of direct care, others on behalf of a loved one or friend. More and more of our
11,000 plus staff also choose to fundraise for us through a desire to further improve their services. All are
united in one goal, making a real difference for patients and their families.
You will see examples of how UHNM Charity is making this difference in this report. You will also find detailed
information on how we manage and spend the funds you and your family have raised over the year.
We continue to receive a significant amount of our income through legacies, and remain grateful to, and
continue to support those who take the time to remember us in their will. This can be a difficult subject to
broach. But our team are here to answer any questions you may have.
I hope you enjoy learning more about the projects we have funded and the heart-warming stories behind them.
Thank you for your continued support.
Leigh Griffin

UHNM Charity
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ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE

Review of the Year
Thanks to the continued generosity of our supporters,
UHNM Charity received £1.9m during 2018/2019,
supporting £1.5m over the same period over all areas
of care. This income was received via donations,
charitable activities, legacies and investment income.
Cancer Centre
This year UHNM Charity funded the purchase of
six Paxman Cooling Caps at a cost of £1,500. The
use of scalp cooling or ‘cold’ caps is proven to be an
effective way of combatting chemotherapy-induced
hair loss, and work by cooling the scalp immediately
before, during and after the administration of
chemotherapy, reducing the blood flow to hair follicles
which are attacked during treatment. During this
year we also funded a chemotherapy closed-system
transfer device, lymphscanner, patient hoist and a
number of patient information booklets and clinical
reference books.

Children’s Wards
UHNM Charity funds have paid for another year’s
Music and Art’s Therapy, allowing children to
overcome complex and traumatic backgrounds and
realise and explore suicidal ideation and thoughts of
self-harm. Our music therapist helps children explore
these feelings through sounds and play, helping those
who might otherwise find it difficult to communicate.
The Charity also funded a RHINO simulation
projector, used to project images onto the floor to
stimulate, engage and relax patients. Other UHNM
Charity-funded initiatives include a number of new
electronic cots, a safe space bed for the High
Dependency Unit and a number of experience days
for child oncology patients.

Critical Care Unit
UHNM Charity supported the purchase of the
£49,995 ECHO Portable Ultrasound Scanner,
allowing bedside scans, eliminating the need to
transport severely ill patients to scanners in other
parts of the hospital. Dr Nageswar Bandla, Consultant
in Critical Care and Anaesthetics said, “The new
machine purchased with charitable funds has
improved the point of care ultrasound service for our
critical care patients. This has further strengthened
the comprehensive bedside ultrasound service
delivered by the critical care team.”
It’s thanks to UHNM Charity support that the Critical
Care Unit was also able to purchase patient comforts
including recliner chairs, fridges and staff training.
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Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
During 2018/2019, UHNM Charity funded a Video
Laryngoscope at a cost of £24,792. This reduces the
number of attempts taken by registrars to intubate
babies, reducing complications and therefore trauma
for the patient and their families.
Other improvements made on the Unit during this
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period made possible thanks to UHNM Charity
include the refurbishment of parent rooms, new
breast pumps and storage units.
Renal Units
The purchase of two Sonosite Renal Ultrasound
Machines for £30,000 for both hospitals has improved
patient experience on the units by improving the
needling processes needed for dialysis.
Estates and Facilities
Patients from all departments at Royal Stoke
benefitted from the purchase of 50 new UHNM
Charity-branded wheelchairs to transfer patients
around the hospital. This £29,119 investment greatly
improves patient mobility and comfort across the site
for the less able.

during 2018/2019 raised over £4,000 for research
into breath analysis studies for lung cancer and
other diseases at the University Hospitals of North
Midlands (UHNM) and Keele University through their
22 stores locally.
Arts
The Charity has continued to support UHNM’s
art programme which uses visual and performing
arts to enhance patient care and well-being and
the well-being of their loved ones, family and staff.
This has included the commissioning of five steel
discs depicting the region’s traditional and historical
industries which were erected at the entrance to the
hospital’s new multi-million pound modular wards,
to act not only as a focal point but to enhance the
hospital environment for staff, patients and visitors.

Education and Training
UHNM Charity continues to commit funds to enhance
the education and development of UHNM staff to
ensure our patients are cared for by the highest
calibre of staff. As long as the training goes beyond
what is essential to their role, this support is given to
staff across all areas through grants.
Innovation and Research

UHNM Charity seeks to provide financial support
for pioneering and local new research that has the
potential to improve clinical outcomes for patients
by finding new ways to prevent or treat complicated
medical conditions or life-threatening illness.
This research is supported by fundraisers like
Julie Gregory and the McColl’s Retail Group who
UHNM Charity
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OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES

Our Charity
UHNM Charity is the official NHS Charity for both
hospitals operated by University Hospitals of North
Midlands NHS Trust – Royal Stoke University
Hospital and County Hospital, Stafford. As such, we
touch the lives of everyone in the North Midlands and
beyond, no matter their age, or condition. Our wish
is for our patients to receive the best care in the best
possible environment.
Each year we invest in key areas such as equipment,
research, patient and family support, staff training and
transforming our two hospitals into more comfortable
and welcoming environments. The core mission of
the Charity is to enhance the care and treatment
of patients accessing NHS services in the North
Midlands, by supporting high priority areas which are
beyond the scope of government funding.
The charity’s income comes from fundraising,
donations, charitable grants, legacies and
sponsorship. The charity employs a team of
professional fundraising staff. UHNM Charity
organises events and supports many more
fundraisers organising their own events or taking part
in organised events, both community and hospitalbased throughout the year.
In addition to the UHNM Trust magazine, the main
route of communication with donors is via our
dedicated website (www.uhnmcharity.org.uk), and
social media:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/UHNMCharity
Twitter: www.twitter.com/UHNMCharity
In all our communications, we seek to update
supporters about the impact that donations have
made as well as letting people know about upcoming
fundraising activities.
The fundraising team would be delighted to speak to
anybody who is considering taking part in an event
or organising their own fundraising for the charity,
and can be contacted by email at fundraising@
uhnm.nhs.uk or by telephone at 01782 676444. We
also encourage feedback from all of our supporters,
sharing any learning amongst the charity team and,
where appropriate, Trustees.
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In setting our objectives and planning our activities
the Trustee Board has given serious consideration
to meeting our public benefit commitment and to the
enhancement of the care of patients through:
•
•
•
•
•

Enhancing the quality of patient care
Improving the environment for patients, visitors
and staff
Supporting NHS staff development to enable
them to provide excellent clinical and patientcentred care
Providing funding for pioneering research with the
potential to impact directly on the treatment and
wellbeing of patients
Funding state-of-the-art equipment that improves
outcomes for patients

To achieve these objectives UHNM Charity operates
a transparent grant making process. All UHNM NHS
Trust staff, from across both hospitals, can apply for
funding to provide additional equipment, facilities,
staff training and research over and above what the
NHS would normally fund. Our plans to deliver this
funding include:
•

•

Encouraging UHNM NHS Trust to submit funding
applications and to identify new facilities, training,
equipment that the Charity can provide. This
has been achieved by Charity staff meeting with
key staff and Fund Advisers; and through the
submission of charitable funds spending plans
Raising income to provide the new facilities,
training and equipment by supporting patients,
members of the public, UHNM NHS Trust staff
and organisations in their fundraising.

In line with our investment policy surplus monies not
required to meet immediate commitments are placed
in specialist charity investments to create additional
income to achieve the charity objectives in the future.
The staff working for the Charity are employed by
UHNM NHS Trust. UHNM Charity reimburses the
NHS Trust for these costs.

Raising funds for University Hospitals of North Midlands NHS Trust
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OUR FUNDRAISERS
Jeanette Pickup

Beryl Vaughan

Just three years after suffering a life-threatening
stroke, Jeanette Pickup from Stockton Brook
trekked to Everest base camp in March raising
£6,000 for Acute Stroke Services. During the
twelve-day trek Jeanette lived the full Sherpa
life, sleeping in tea houses often with little sanitation. Speaking to us after returning to civilisation,
Jeanette said, “What doesn’t kill you makes you
stronger and I’m living proof of this.”

After spending three weeks in hospital following
a stroke in September 2017, Beryl Vaughan
from Welshpool walked the length of Hadrian’s
Wall and the Camino de Santiago in Spain, a
combined distance of 215 miles, to raise funds
for the Neurosurgery Department and Ward 228.
Beryl’s fundraising efforts totalled an impressive
£4,520. Whilst visiting the hospital Beryl said: “The
staff at UHNM saved my life, I simply wouldn’t be
here without Dr Nayak and the team, they were
amazing and so kind.”

Le Tour de Stafford

Emily Doyle

The annual Le Tour de Stafford was run in aid of
our Critical Care Unit and raised £1,819.
Some 24 people travelled 10k around the county
town via 13 pubs on a child’s scooter or bike, each
paying an entry fee and collecting donations along
the way. Organiser Chris Millage said: “Earlier
this year, Darren, my wife’s uncle, was admitted
to Royal Stoke where his condition quickly
deteriorated and he was moved to Critical Care
where he was placed into an induced coma. The
service, and attentive care each nurse provided
Darren and his family was fantastic.”

After being diagnosed with Cervical Cancer
following a routine smear test in December
2017, Emily Doyle from Penkhull held a charity
evening to benefit patients cared for by Mr
Redman and his team in the Gynaecological
Cancer Department and raise awareness of the
importance of smear tests. The event featured
a 60-item raffle and raised £2,072. Emily said, “I
can’t thank Dr Redman and his team enough for
the support and care they gave me.”

Pheonix Keep Fit Group

JPE Aggregates

A local keep fit group has raised almost £2,000
for the UHNM Charity over the past year. The
Pheonix Keep Fit Group from Newcastle-underLyme raised over £1,800 for our Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit (NICU). The group, who meet
every Friday at the town’s Methodist Church and
are run by long-time supporter Ann Culley, raised
the money through keep fit classes, sponsored
walks and selling knitted baby items.

A three-course dinner with champagne, casino
games and live music were on the cards at the
JPE Aggregates Grand Ball at the Birmingham
Metropole Hotel in aid of the Cancer Centre
at Royal Stoke. The event was organised by
Stephanie Price whose father was a patient, and
raised over £22,000.

Antony Perrins

Hayley Sutcliffe and Gemma Plant

Antony Perrins ran ten 10K races in ten months
in aid of the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU)
following the premature birth of his son, Oliver,
who spent 81 days in the Unit. Antony’s efforts in
all weathers raised £2,706 for NICU.

Friends Hayley Sutcliffe and Gemma Plant
organised a fundraising evening at Vale Park in
aid of the Forget-Me-Not-Suite after tragically both
losing a baby. The evening raised £3,246.

TRUSTEES’ REPORT

Trustees’ Report
The Trustee Board is pleased to present the
University Hospitals of North Midlands Charity
(UHNM Charity) Annual Report together with the
Audited Financial Statements for the year ended 31
March 2019. These accounts have been prepared
in accordance with the Charities Act 2011 and
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement
of Recommended Practice applicable to charities
preparing their accounts in accordance with the
Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK
and Republic of Ireland (FRS102).
Legal Structure
University Hospitals of North Midlands NHS Trust
is the corporate trustee of funds held on trust under
powers given to it by s212 to s222 of the National
Health Service Act 2006.. The funds held on trust
are registered as University Hospitals of North
Midlands Charity with the Charity Commission under
registration number 1054889.
Management of the Charity
The Trust Board of University Hospitals of North
Midlands NHS Trust (the Trust) is the Corporate
Trustee of UHNM Charity. All voting Executive and
Non-Executive Directors of University Hospitals of
North Midlands NHS Trust take decisions collectively
as agents of the Trustee and receive training through
Board Development sessions.
The directors of the Corporate Trustee are therefore
not themselves Trustees even though they are
sometimes referred to internally as the Trustees. The
Charity is separate from the Trust and independent
of it, but it aims to work closely with the Trust in order
to achieve its charitable objectives. The Corporate
Trustee delegates certain responsibilities to agents
and/or employees but always retains the ultimate
responsibility for the management of the Charity.
The Trustee Board has established a Charitable
Funds Committee to oversee the Charity’s operation
on its behalf. The Committee scrutinises and
constructively challenges the Charity’s operations and
financial information and systems of control, including
the Annual Accounts, to provide assurance to the
Trustee Board that the administration of charitable
funds is distinct from its exchequer funds and
compliant with legislation and Charity objectives.
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The Charitable Funds Committee meets regularly and
reports to the Board, which approves major decisions
and remains responsible for the activities of the
Charity. The day-to-day operations of the Charity are
overseen by the Trust Director of Communications.
Objects
The objects of the charity are to hold the trust
fund upon trust to apply the income, and at their
discretion, so far as may be permissible, the capital
for any charitable purpose or purposes relating to
the National Health Service wholly or mainly for the
service provided by University Hospitals of North
Midlands NHS Trust.
The funds of the Charity arise from fundraising,
donations and legacies together with the returns on
investments. The funds are used to enhance the care
of patients through the provision of new or enhanced
facilities, state of the art equipment, and innovative
medical research, and by investing in skilled staff
through welfare, learning and development, in all
cases, over and above core NHS provision.
Investment Policy
Surplus monies not required to meet immediate
commitments are currently invested in COIF Charity
Funds, which are common investment and deposit
funds established under section 96 of the Charities
Act 2011. The administrative functions for the COIF
Charity Funds have been delegated to CCLA, whose
ethical and social investment policies support the
UHNM Charity’s own investment policy. The portfolio
has performed in line with the overall stock market
conditions during the financial year with performance
continually monitored by the Charitable Funds
Committee.
Reserves Policy
The Trustee Board has agreed a Reserves Policy to
ensure that donations are spent within a reasonable
period from receipt whilst also protecting the financial
viability of the fund. The agreed minimum level of
reserves is a balance sufficient to cover normalised
expenditure for three years and therefore protects
the spending plans of the charity against falls
in fundraising income, legacies and investment
values. Covering running costs in this way gives the
Charitable Funds Committee a reasonable timescale
to ensure that appropriate management action can
be taken to consider alternative funding sources
and marketing strategies to improve its position if
necessary. It also allows sufficient time for the charity
to process on-going commitments and to meet the
cost of closure or transfer of the charity’s affairs
should the need ever arise.
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As at 31 March 2019 UHNM had unrestricted
reserves of £5.8million which exceeds the amount
needed to cover the agreed three years operational
and governance costs. The Trustee Board is
committed to reducing the excess over the next
three years in a way which gives optimum benefit
of patients. The charity team is working with fund
advisors on spending plans for their particular
clinical areas that are in line with both charitable
and Trust objectives. The Trust is currently in the
process of developing its clinical services strategy
which once completed will help signpost the areas
where charitable investment might give the best
long term benefits to patients. The Trustee Board is
also seeking proposals for some potentially higher
cost schemes associated with developing specialist
services such as cancer and childrens.
Risk Policy
The major risks to which the Charity could be
exposed have been identified and considered and
systems developed to minimise those risks. The most
significant risks have been identified as:
1. Losses from a fall in the value of the investments
due to volatility in world markets
2. Fraud
The Committee is satisfied that the Charity’s
Investment Policy together with robust financial
procedures including the regular monitoring of
investments minimises the investment risks. Fraud is
controlled by robust financial policies and procedures
adopted by the Corporate Trustee.
Expenditure Approval Policy
As a grant making charity, each application is
considered on its own merits for appropriateness
against the Charity and any specific fund objectives,
and it must comply with the Charity Commission
funding criteria and UHNM Charity Policy. All grant
applications are subject to approval by the NHS Trust
(to confirm they can benefit from the grant and meet
any on-going liabilities) and the Corporate Trustee
Board or its appointed officers. All research grants are
only awarded if approved by the Ethics Committee
and results must be made available within the public
domain.
Statement of Trustee’s Responsibility
Under charity law, the Trustee is responsible
for preparing the Trustee’s Report and financial
statements for each financial year which show a true
and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and
of the charity’s financial position for the period.
In preparing these financial statements, generally
UHNM Charity

accepted accounting practice entails that the Trustee:
•
•
•

•

selects suitable accounting policies and then
applies them consistently;
makes judgements and estimates that are
reasonable and prudent;
states whether the financial statements comply
with applicable accounting standards and
statements of recommended practice, subject to
any material departures disclosed and explained
in the financial statements;
prepares the financial statements on the going
concern basis unless it is inappropriate to
presume that the charity will continue its activities.

The Trustee is required to act in accordance with
the trust deed of the charity, within the framework
of trust law. It is responsible for keeping proper
accounting records, sufficient to disclose at any time,
with reasonable accuracy, the financial position of
the charity at that time, and to enable the Trustee
to ensure that, where any statements of accounts
are prepared by it under s132(1) of the Charities Act
2011, those statements of accounts comply with the
requirements of the regulations under that provision.
It has general responsibility for taking such steps as
are reasonably open to it to safeguard the assets of
the charity and to prevent and detect fraud and other
irregularities.
The Trustee is responsible for the maintenance
and integrity of the financial and other information
included on the charity’s website. Legislation in the
UK governing the preparation and dissemination of
financial statements may differ from legislation in
other jurisdictions.
The Trustee confirms that it has met the
responsibilities set out above and complied with the
requirements for preparing the Trustee’s Report and
the financial statements. The financial statements
set out in this document have been compiled from
and are in accordance with the financial records
maintained by the Trustee.
In exercising its powers and responsibilities the
Trustee has complied with its duty to have due regard
to the Guidance on Public Benefit published by the
Charity Commission.
Related Party Transactions
University Hospitals of North Midlands NHS Trust
is a related party as it is both the Trustee and the
recipient of grants made by the charity. Note 1.11 of
the Accounts discloses information about any related
party transactions.
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
Statement of Financial Activities (Including Income and Expenditure Account) for University
Hospitals of North Midlands Charity for the Year Ended 31 March 2019

8 January 2020
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Balance Sheet for University Hospitals of North Midlands Charity as at 31 March 2019

The notes on pages 15 to 21 form part of this account

8 January 2020
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Cash flow statement for the year ended 31 March 2019
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Notes to the Financial Statements
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The date of the approval of the accounts by Trust Board was 8 January 2020
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Independent auditor’s report to the
corporate trustee of UHNM Charity
Opinion

•

We have audited the financial statements of University
Hospitals of North Midlands Charity (the ‘charity’) for the
year ended 31 March 2019, which comprise the Statement
of Financial Activities, the Balance Sheet, the Cash
Flow Statement and notes to the financial statements,
including a summary of significant accounting policies.
The financial reporting framework that has been applied
in their preparation is applicable law and United Kingdom
Accounting Standards, including Financial Reporting
Standard 102; ‘The Financial Reporting Standard
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland’ (United
Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).
In our opinion, the financial statements:

Other information

•

•
•

give a true and fair view of the state of the charity’s
affairs as at 31 March 2019 and of its incoming
resources and application of resources for the year
then ended;
have been properly prepared in accordance with
United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting
Practice; and
have been prepared in accordance with the
requirements of the Charities Act 2011.

Basis for opinion
We have been appointed as auditor under section 149
of the Charities Act 2011 and report in accordance with
regulations made under section 154 of that Act. We
conducted our audit in accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) and applicable
law. Our responsibilities under those standards are
further described in the ‘Auditor’s responsibilities for the
audit of the financial statements’ section of our report.
We are independent of the charity in accordance with
the ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of
the financial statements in the UK, including the FRC’s
Ethical Standard, and we have fulfilled our other ethical
responsibilities in accordance with these requirements.
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained
is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our
opinion.
Conclusions relating to going concern
We have nothing to report in respect of the following
matters in relation to which the ISAs (UK) require us to
report to you where:
•

the corporate trustee has not disclosed in the financial
statements any identified material uncertainties that
may cast significant doubt about the charity’s ability
to continue to adopt the going concern basis of
accounting for a period of at least twelve months from
the date when the financial statements are authorised
for issue.

The corporate trustee is responsible for the other
information. The other information comprises the
information included in the Annual Review including the
Trustees’ Report, set out on pages 1 to 23 other than the
financial statements and our auditor’s report thereon.
Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover
the other information and, except to the extent otherwise
explicitly stated in our report, we do not express any form
of assurance conclusion thereon. In connection with our
audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to
read the other information and, in doing so, consider
whether the other information is materially inconsistent with
the financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the
audit or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If we
identify such material inconsistencies or apparent material
misstatements, we are required to determine whether there
is a material misstatement in the financial statements or a
material misstatement of the other information. If, based
on the work we have performed, we conclude that there is
a material misstatement of this other information, we are
required to report that fact.
We have nothing to report in this regard.
Matters on which we are required to report by
exception
We have nothing to report in respect of the following
matters where the Charities Act 2011 requires us to report
to you if, in our opinion:
•
•
•
•

the information given in the Annual Review including
the Trustees’ Report is inconsistent in any material
respect with the financial statements; or
the charity has not kept sufficient accounting records;
or
the financial statements are not in agreement with the
accounting records and returns; or
we have not received all the information and
explanations we require for our audit.

the corporate trustee’s use of the going concern
basis of accounting in the preparation of the financial
statements is not appropriate; or
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Responsibilities of the corporate trustee for the
financial statements
As explained more fully in the Statement of Trustee’s
Responsibilities set out on page 11, the corporate trustee is
responsible for the preparation of the financial statements
which give a true and fair view, and for such internal
control as the trustee determines is necessary to enable
the preparation of financial statements that are free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

Grant Thornton UK LLP
Statutory Auditor, Chartered Accountants
Birmingham
24th January 2020
Grant Thornton UK LLP is eligible to act as an auditor in
terms of section 1212 of the Companies Act 2006.

In preparing the financial statements, the corporate trustee
is responsible for assessing the charity’s ability to continue
as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters
related to going concern and using the going concern basis
of accounting unless the corporate trustee either intends
to liquidate the charity or to cease operations, or has no
realistic alternative but to do so.
Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial
statements
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about
whether the financial statements as a whole are free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error,
and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion.
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but
is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance
with ISAs (UK) will always detect a material misstatement
when it exists.
Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are
considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they
could reasonably be expected to influence the economic
decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial
statements.
A further description of our responsibilities for the audit
of the financial statements is located on the Financial
Reporting Council’s website at: www.frc.org.uk/auditors
responsibilities. This description forms part of our auditor’s
report.
Use of our report
This report is made solely to the charity’s trustees, as a
body, in accordance with Section 154 of the Charities Act
2011. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we
might state to the charity’s trustees those matters we are
required to state to them in an auditor’s report and for no
other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do
not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than
the charity and its trustees as a body, for our audit work, for
this report, or for the opinions we have formed.
UHNM Charity

23

